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did they stop, except for a hasty dinner, until it was time to repair
to the theatre at night.

Never had master a more anxious, humble, docile pupil.
Never had pupil a more patient, unwearying, considerate, kind-
hearted master.

As soon as they were dressed, and at every interval when he
was not upon the stage, Nicholas renewed his instructions. They
prospered well. The Romeo was received with hearty plaudits
and unbounded favour, and Smike was pronounced unanimously,
alike by audience and actors, the very prince and prodigy of
Apothecaries.

CHAPTER XXYI.

IS  FRAUGHT  WITH  SOME  DANGER TO  MISS  NICKLEBY's FESACE
OF  MESTD.

THE place was a handsome suite of private apartments in
Regent Street; the time was three o'clock in the afternoon to
the dull and plodding, and the first hour of morning to the gay
and spirited; the persons were Lord Frederick Yerisopht, and his
Mend Sir Mulberry Hawk.

These distinguished gentlemen were reclining listlessly on a
couple of sofas, with a table between them, on which were scattered
in rich confusion the materials of an untasted breakfast. News-
papers lay strewn about the room, but these, like the meal, were
neglected and unnoticed; not, however, because any flow of con-
versation prevented the attractions of the journals from being
called into request, for not a word was exchanged between the
two, nor was any sound uttered, save when one, in tossing about
to find an easier resting-place for his aching head, uttered an
exclamation of impatience, and seemed for the moment to com-
municate a new restlessness to his companion.

These appearances would in themselves have furnished a pretty
strong clue to the extent of the debauch of the previous night, even
if there had not been other indications of the amusements in which
it had been passed. A couple of billiard balls, all mud and dirt,
two battered hats, a champagne bottle with a soiled glove twisted
round the neck, to allow of its being grasped more surely in its
capacity of an offensive weapon; a broken cane; a card-case
without the top; an empty purse; a watch-guard snapped asunder ;
ft handful of silver, mingled with fragments of half-smoked cigars,